
IN THE SPECIFICATION 
At page 104 (abstract). Line 2: 

An apparatus hav i ng a p i p eli n e having a s e r ie s of stages. At le ast on e of 
the pipe li ne stages has a first i ntorfaGO for coup li ng to a memory that stores input 
cap a c i ty i nformat i on for a pack e t. Th e i nput capac i ty i nformation is obta i nabl e 
from th e pack e t's pack e t h e ad e r i nformation. At le ast on e of th e p i p e lin e stag e s 
has a s e cond i nt e rface that r e c ei v e s pack e t s i z e i nformat i on, a th i rd int e rfac e that 
r e ceiv e s tho input capac i ty i nformation and compar i son l og i c coup l od to tho 
s e cond and third i nt e rfac e s. 

A method that i nvo l v e s pr e s e nt i ng pack e t h e ad e r i nformat i on and pack e t 
siz e i nformat i on to on e or more p i p eli n e stag e s wh e r e th e pack e t h e ad e r 
i nform a tion and tho pack e t s i ze i nformation correspond to a pack e t. Th e n, 
d e t e rmining with i n a stage assoc i at e d with th o p i p ol ino, w i th tho packet head e r 
information, i nput capacity for th e pack e t. Th e n, compar i ng w i thin a stag e 
assoc i at e d w i th th e p i p eli n e , th e i nput capac i ty w i th th e packet siz e . Th e n, 
i nd i cating from a stag e associat e d w i th th e p i p e lin e wh e th e r th e pack e t i s 
conforming or non - conform i ng bas e d upon th e compar i son. 

A method is described that involves presenting packet header information 
from a packet and packet size information for the packet to a pipeline that 
comprises multiple stages. One of the stages identifies, with the packet header 
information, where input flow information for the packet is located. The input flow 
information is then fetched. The input flow information identifies where input 
capacity information for the packet is located and the input capacity information is 
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then fetched. Another of the stages compares an input capacity for the packet 
with the packet's size and indicates whether the packet is conforming or non- 
conforming based upon the comparison. The input capacity is calculated from 
the input capacity information. 
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